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For Immediate Release

World Poultry Veterinary Association Global Congress Calls for Greater Use of Vaccination Against
Avian Influenza

Speakers at the World Poultry Veterinary Association Global Congress (WVPAC 2025), attended by
over 1,800 delegates from around the world, called for urgent expansion in the use of vaccination
against avian influenza as part of an integrated global strategy to prevent and control the disease.

Experts concluded that vaccination programmes have proven extremely valuable in reducing and
preventing transmission of High Pathogenicity Avian Influenza (HPAI) within and between flocks. Yet,
they pointed out that vaccination is still underutilised in many countries and regions where it would
provide immense benefit to poultry health, food security, and public health.

Prof Dr. Sjaak de Wit, President of the World Veterinary Poultry Association, noted that significant
progress has been made over the past four years to identify and overcome unnecessary barriers to
vaccination.

“These discussions have made it clear that vaccination is not a last resort — it is a critical component
of sustainable avian influenza control,” said Dr. de Wit. “The challenge now is to ensure that this
message reaches veterinary regulators and policymakers worldwide.”

In his keynote address, Dr. Leslie Sims, independent veterinary consultant and international expert
with over 28 years of experience in avian influenza prevention, expressed deep concern that millions
of chickens and turkeys continue to be destroyed each year despite the availability of effective
vaccines.

“Stamping out alone is not sustainable — economically, socially, or ethically,” said Dr. Sims. “We are
relying on an 18th-century method of disease control when 21st-century tools are at our disposal.”
He called for a shift, in high-risk areas, away from reliance on stamping out to strategic vaccination,
supported by cost-effective surveillance.

Drawing on his observations presented at WVPAC 2025, Dr. Sims emphasized that biosecurity remains
vital, but even strong systems can be overcome by massive viral challenges from infected wild birds
or dense poultry populations. When combined with improved biosecurity to reduce virus incursions,
vaccination can prevent transmission and protect flocks, acting as a powerful One Health tool that
benefits animals, humans, and the environment.
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He also discussed the development of avian influenza vaccination stewardship, a framework designed
to ensure vaccination programs achieve high-level immunity in flocks and are reviewed annually to
assess their effectiveness. The outcome of reviews is then used to enhance preventive programs and
even to make socially acceptable changes to unsafe production and selling practices

Dr. Sims called for simpler and more cost-effective surveillance systems, including on-farm testing of
dead birds, which could detect infection at very low levels without imposing excessive costs.

“Surveillance should not cost more than vaccination itself,” he said. “Affordable, effective systems are
within reach.”

Dr. David E. Swayne, world-renowned avian influenza researcher, highlighted how the ecology and
epidemiology of HPAI have changed dramatically in recent years. His presentation detailed how the
H5N1 2.3.4.4b clade, producing the fifth global wave of infection, has spread across continents—
affecting wild birds, poultry, and even mammals such as dairy cattle and cats.

“HPAI is no longer confined to poultry farms,” said Dr. Swayne. “It now circulates in wild bird
populations and can be introduced directly or indirectly to farms. Existing biosecurity measures that
once sufficed are no longer enough.”

Dr. Swayne noted that emergency vaccination campaigns in France and six Latin American countries
have already demonstrated success in reducing outbreaks, and several other nations are now
developing national vaccination plans and vaccine banks. He stressed that the scientific community
now has clear evidence that vaccination is both effective and necessary as part of modern avian
influenza management.

Echoing this sentiment, Dr. Gounalan Pavade of the World Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH)
stated that global attitudes toward vaccination have shifted significantly. “Vaccination should not be
seen as a barrier to trade,” he said, affirming WOAH’s commitment to supporting countries in adopting
science-based vaccination strategies.

Meanwhile, Dr. Michel Bublot presented advances in vaccine technologies, including vector vaccines
based on turkey herpesvirus that offer strong protection against H5 HPAI, even in broilers, and new
solutions against HIN2 viruses. Studies have also confirmed that vaccination in minor species, such as
geese, prevents disease and reduces virus shedding, further strengthening the case for widespread

adoption.
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Professor Dr Abdul Rahman Omar, Chair of WVPAC 2025, said the congress made one message clear:
The science is settled. Vaccination works, and governments must act.

“Producers are ready, veterinarians are ready, and the technology is ready,” he said. “It is time for
regulatory systems to catch up with science. There are no technical or economic barriers that cannot
be overcome. What remains are policy decisions.”

The Congress concluded that removing regulatory and political barriers to vaccination is now a global
priority. Doing so will protect poultry, secure livelihoods, and reduce the risk of avian influenza
spreading to humans—advancing both animal and public health in the true spirit of One Health.
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